Korean gamer dies after 50 hours online

A 28-year-old South Korean man has died after playing an online computer game for almost 50 hours non-stop. The man, known only by his family name of Lee, started playing the popular battle simulation game Starcraft on August 3 and was fixed to his seat for over two days. His marathon gaming session was apparently broken only with the occasional toilet break or five-minute nap. Reuters News Agency reports police sources saying the man died from cardiac arrest “stemming from exhaustion”.

Lee was on a mission to become a professional gamer. This is an increasingly attractive and well-paid profession in South Korea. Top players can earn substantial amounts of money each year. Lee had recently been fired from his job because of absences due to his obsession with gaming. The dangers of being addicted to fantasy games are resulting in many social problems. In particular, MMORPGs, or massively multiplayer online role playing games, keep thousands of players glued to their screens for many hours. 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at the article and say whether these sentences are true (T) or false (F): 

	a.
	A South Korean man died after spending two days in an internet café.
	T / F

	b.
	The man was fixed to his seat for two days.
	T / F

	c.
	The man didn’t go to the toilet during the two days.
	T / F

	d.
	The man died from a lack of water.
	T / F

	e.
	The man was on a mission to become a professional gamer.
	T / F

	f.
	His company allowed him time off to pursue his dream.
	T / F

	g.
	Gaming is leading to many social problems.
	T / F

	h.
	Some role playing games keep players glued to their screens.
	T / F


2. Writing : Do you believe video games are dangerous ? Why ? Why not ? Give examples to justify your answer. (120-150 words)

3. Writing : You have seen this post on an internet forum. Write your answer to this worried mother. (Posts are limited to 100 words maximum)
Can anyone advise me ?

My son, aged 9, wants to spend more and more time playing video games. I am very worried as he seems to be quite aggressive with his younger sister and refuses to leave his virtual world. His teacher at school is also worried about him. Does anyone have any advice. Thanks in advance.

Jill, a worried mum.

